
Safe, Healthy and 
Ready to Succeed 

Arizona School Readiness Key Performance Indicators 



State School Readiness Board 
Governor’s Office for Children, Youth and Families 
2006 






Safe, Healthy and Ready to Succeed: 

Arizona School Readiness Key Performance Indicators 

Written by Donna E. Migliore, School Readiness Associate 
State School Readiness Board 
Governor’s Office for Children, Youth and Families 
Phoenix, AZ 

Copyright 2006 by State of Arizona 

All rights reserved. Permission is given to reproduce this report, in whole or in part, 
for educational or personal use, provided such copies are not disseminated for profit 
and each copy bears the statement, “Copyright 2006 by State of Arizona. All rights 
reserved. Used with permission.” 

Published 2006 

For additional copies of this report contact: 

State School Readiness Board 

Governor’s Office for Children, Youth and Families 

1700 W. Washington Street, Suite 101 

Phoenix, AZ 85007 

(602) 542-3620 

http:/ /www.governor.state.az.us/ cyf/ school_readiness/index_school_readiness.html 



Edited by 
Irene Jacobs 

Executive Director and Senior Policy Advisor to the Governor 
Governor’s Office for Children, Youth and Families 



Prepared through the efforts of the 
State School Readiness Board 
Governor’s Office for Children, Youth and Families 

Karen Ortiz 
Director 



Sandy Foreman Jennifer Johnson 

Early Care and Education Policy Analyst Head Start Collaboration Director 

Donna E. Migliore Alicia Smith 

School Readiness Associate Senior Policy Advisor for Professional Development 



Judy Walruff 

Early Childhood Health Systems Coordinator 



Gail Spry 

Administrative Coordinator 



Acknowledgements 



The State School Readiness Board would like to thank the members of 
the Key Performance Indicators advisory team for their assistance in 
preparing this report. 

Marilee Dal Pra 
Senior Program Officer 
The Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust 

Marie Mancuso 

Deputy Associate Superintendant 
Standards Based Teaching and Learning, 

School Effectiveness Division 
Arizona Department of Education 

Donna Migliore 
School Readiness Associate 
State School Readiness Board 
Governor’s Office for Children, Youth and Families 

Dana Naimark 
President and CEO 
Children’s Action Alliance 

Karyn Parker 
Director 
Success by Six 

Valley of the Sun United Way 
Wayne Parker 

Director of Research and Evaluation 
The Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust 

Kathy Reimer 

Director of Research and Evaluation 
Children’s Bureau 
WestEd 

Ginger Ward 
Executive Director 
Southwest Human Development 

Nancy Welch 
Associate Director 
Morrison Institute for Public Policy 

Karen Woodhouse 
Deputy Associate Superintendent 
Early Childhood Education 
Arizona Department of Education 



Safe, Healthy and Ready to Succeed: Arizona School Readiness Key Performance Indicators 



i 





Executive Summary 



S chool readiness promotes 
academic success and positive 
future outcomes for children. 
Children who are ready to learn 
when they enter school score 
better on standardized tests, have 
lower rates of grade retention, and 
graduate from high school more 
often than children who are not 
ready for school. 

Because school readiness includes 
cognitive, emotional, social and 
physical aspects, children need 
support in several areas. Parents, 
caregivers, early education 
programs, schools and teachers, 
state agencies, non-profit 
organizations, businesses and 
communities all have a part to play 
in ensuring children enter school 
ready to learn. 

In January 2005, Governor 
Janet Napolitano and the School 
Readiness Board presented a 
School Readiness Action Plan. 

The School Readiness Action Plan 
outlines strategies to increase the 
readiness of Arizona’s children. 
The School Readiness Action Plan 
builds a collaborative statewide 
system of supports aimed at 
moving Arizona toward a future in 
which all children enter first grade 
healthy, safe and ready to succeed. 

This initial version of Safe, Healthy 
and Ready to Succeed: Arizona School 
Readiness Key Performance Indicators 
provides a baseline set of sixteen 
Key Performance Indicators by 
which to measure the shared 
outcomes of Arizona’s system of 
school readiness supports. The 
Key Performance Indicators align 
with the strategies proposed in 



the School Readiness Action Plan 
and are intended to track factors 
that affect school readiness on a 
statewide scale. 

Key Performance Indicator 
Findings Summary 

Child Readiness 

• Only thirteen percent 

(1 3%) of Arizona children 
entering Reading First 
kindergarten classrooms meet 
“benchmark” early literacy- 
related skills. 

• Arizona fourth-graders 
consistently score slightly 
below the national average 
on the National Education 
Assessment of Progress 
(NAEP) reading measure, 
with about a third of Arizona 
school children meeting basic 
proficiency. 

Ready Families 

• Just over one third of births 
in Arizona are to women 
with less than a 12th grade 
education compared to a 
national rate of twenty-two 
percent (22%). 

• The number of births to 
Arizona mothers who receive 
late or no prenatal care is 
consistently higher than the 
national average and has risen 
since 2000. In 2004, 7.2% of 
Arizona mothers received late 
or no prenatal care. 

• Fifty-six percent (56%) of 
Medicaid eligible, Arizona 
children, ages three to 

six years old, get the 
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recommended annual well 
child checkup, a rate four 
percent (4%) below the 
national average. However, 
the well-child checkup rate for 
those children has improved 
by nine percent (9%) since 2000. 

• The immunization rate for 
Arizona children ages 19 to 
35 months has improved by 
nine percent (9%) since 2000, 
reaching eighty-one percent 
(81%) in 2004. The national 
average immunization rate for 
Medicaid eligible children ages 
19 to 35 months was eighty- 
three percent (83%) in 2004. 

• The percentage of Arizona 
children covered by health 
insurance increased three 
percent (3%) from 2000 to 
2003. In 2003, fifteen percent 
(15%) of Arizona children 
were not covered by health 
insurance compared with the 
national average of eleven 
percent (11%). 

Ready Programs and Schools 

• At 82 cases per surveyor, the 
2006 case loads of Arizona 
child care licensing surveyors 
were sixty-four percent (64%) 
higher than the 50 cases per 
surveyor recommended by 
the National Association 

for the Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC). 

• In 2006, eighteen percent 

(1 8%) of licensed child care 
facilities were accredited 
by one of the accrediting 
organizations accepted by 
the Arizona Department 
of Education. 



• Enrollments in ECBG funded 
preschool increased nineteen 
percent (19%) from 2003 to 
2005. 

• Enrollments in Head 
Start and Early Head Start 
increased by two percent (2%) 
from 2003 to 2005. 

• The number of Arizona 
children enrolled in voluntary, 
state-funded, full-day 
kindergarten for the 2005- 
2006 school year was 27,907 — 
more than double the number 
of children enrolled in 
voluntary, state-funded, full- 
day kindergarten during the 
2004-2005 school year. 

• In 2004, the average daily 
charge for a full day of care 
for a three-year-old child at an 
Arizona child care center was 
$29.35 per day, an increase 

of forty-three percent (43%) 
since 2000. 

• Thirty-two percent (32%) 
of Arizona early childhood 
education teachers have a 
bachelor degree, comparable 
to the national rate. 

• Seventeen percent (1 7%) 
of Arizona early childhood 
education teachers have been 
on the job less than two years. 

• The median average hourly 
wage for an Arizona early 
childhood education teacher 
was $9.00 per hour in 2004. 



Summary of Conclusions 

Many Arizona children arriving at 
their first day of grade school are 
unprepared to learn and succeed, 
as indicated by their lack of early 
literacy skill and subsequent scores 
on standardized academic tests. 

Appreciable improvements 
have been made in child health, 
though efforts in this area should 
continue. 

Parents are taking full advantage 
of voluntary, full-day kindergarten 
as soon as seats become 
available, supporting the need for 
voluntary, state-funded, full-day 
kindergarten. 

The cost of child care is a 
significant and growing expense 
for families. Program quality 
measures such as teacher 
education levels, staff stability, and 
teacher pay, have not improved 
proportionate to fees. Early 
childhood education providers 
should be afforded resources to 
enhance program quality. 

Arizona’s early childhood 
education field faces the same 
problems affecting the industry 
on a national scale. Efforts to 
improve the education, retention 
and pay of Arizona’s early 
education teachers should be 
continued and enhanced. 
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